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unesco.org 

The Assistant Director-General 
for Priority Africa and External Relations 

Ref: SC/PBS/STIP/23/11325 

Sir/Madam, 

To all Permanent Delegates 
and Observers to UNESCO 

cc: National Commissions to 
UNESCO 

23 January 2024 

On behalf of the Director-General of UNESCO, I am pleased to invite you to the 
event "Closing the gender gap in science: Accelerating Action", organized to 
celebrate the 2024 International Day of Women and Girls in Science, which will 
take place at UNESCO Headquarters on Friday, 9 February 2024, from 9.30am to 
5.30pm. 

Organized in collaboration with L'Association Federative Nationale des 
Etudiant.e.s Universitaires Scientifiques (AFNEUS), this event will build on the key 
findings and recommendations that emerged from the UNESCO Global Forum 
"The Future for Women and Girls in Science", held in June 2023. 

The event will bring together Member States, accomplished and emerging 
scientists (including the alumnae of the L'Oreal-UNESCO For Women in Science 
Programme), stakeholders from the public and private sectors, UNESCO scientific 
networks and Chairs, as well as students. It will serve as an occasion to unveil the 
UNESCO Call for Action "Closing the gender gap in science", which provides 
recommendations aimed at tackling the root causes of gender-based inequalities 
in science, as well as to discuss best practices to put this Call for Action in practice. 

The Forum will be held as a hybrid meeting. Should you wish to attend the event 
in person, we would be grateful to confirm your participation at 
https://indico.un .org/event/1009425/. 

The concept note for the event is hereby attached and the programme will be soon 
available at https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/closing-gender-gap-science
accelerating-action. 

For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the UNESCO For 
Women in Science team at fwis@unesco.org. 

Please accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Anthony Kwaku Ohemeng-Boamah 
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Background 

2024 International Day of Women and Girls in Science 
"Closing the Gender Gap in Science: Accelerating Action" 

Friday, 9 February 2024, 9.30 a.m.- 5.30 p.m., UNESCO HQ 

On 22 December 2015, the UN General Assembly established 11 February as the International Day of 

Women and Girls in Science through the adoption of resolution A/RES/70/212. This day unites the 

international community in emphasizing the need for gender equality in science to achieve the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Each year since 

then, the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, along with associated events worldwide, 

celebrates the remarkable contributions of women in science and raise awareness that science and 

gender equality must advance hand-in-hand to address the world's major challenges. 

Event for the 2024 International Day of Women and Girls in Science: "Closing the Gender Gap in 
Science: Accelerating Action" 

Despite the progress made in recent decades, still today only one in three researchers globally is a 

woman. This persistent gender disparity is the result of the numerous barriers that female scientists 

continue to face - lack of role models and mentorship programmes, disparities in the quality and 

accessibility of science education, insufficient professional structures and inadequate workplace 

cultures, and the glass ceiling phenomenon, all of which can discourage girls from pursuing scientific 

careers and hinder the progress of women in the field. 

On 9 February 2024, UNESCO, in collaboration with L'Association Federative Nationale des Etudiant.e.s 
Universitaires Scientiftques (AFNEUS), will host a full-day event in celebration of the 2024 International 

Day of Women and Girls in Science. The event will bring together Member States, accomplished and 

emerging scientists (including the alumnae of the L'Oreal-UNESCO For Women in Science Programme), 

stakeholders from the public and private sectors, UNESCO scientific networks and Chairs, as well as 

students. 

The event will build on the key findings and recommendations that emerged from the U~I~~Q_Globaj 
Forum "The Future for Women and Girls in Science" held in June 2023 and the AFNEUS "Women in 

Science" Congress held in February 2022 . In particular, it will provide the multistakeholder platform: 
,.,.. To unveil the UNESCO Call for Action "Closing the gender gap in science" which provides 

recommendations aimed at tackling the root causes of gender-based inequalities in science. 

The Call for Action has been developed based on the contributions from a multitude of 
stakeholders following the Global Forum "The Future for Women and Girls in Science" . 

._ To share valuable insights on initiatives, resources, and best practices to put the Call for Action 

in practice and to discuss ways and means to make significant progress in key action areas, 
namely: innovative education, empowering work environments, and role models/mentors. 



Programme: 
• 9h - 9h30: Registration & arrival 

• 9h30 - 10h30: Opening plenary session 

• 10h30 - llh: Coffee break 

• llh - 12h30: Roundtable 1 
Fostering Girls' Interest in Science through Innovative Education in the Digital Age 

• 12h30 - 14h: Lunch break 

• 14h - 15h30: Roundtable 2 
Promoting Empowering Work Environments for Women in Science 

• 15h30 - 16h: Coffee break 

• 16h00 - 17h30: Roundtable 3 
Inspiring Women and Girls in Science through Role Models and Mentors 

• 18h- 20h: Cocktail Reception and Exhibition 


